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Global Warming: A Natural Cycle

According to Webster’s Dictionary Global warming is “the process caused by a blanket of ‘greenhouse gases’ building up around the earth trapping heat from the sun.  Carbon dioxide, released by burning fossil fuels is one of the main causes” (Webster 278).  A factor that is stated as evidence that global warming is happening is the increase in temperature over the past hundred years, with a global temperature increase of .03 degrees Celsius.  This has resulted in the melting of polar ice caps and ice shelves. The increase in carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere, which has been linked to increased use of fossil fuels by humans, is often used as an argument to support the global warming theory.  The supporters of this theory believe that global warming will lead to sea levels rising, more severe storms and more tropical diseases.

Although most scientists do not dispute that greenhouse gasses will keep the planet warmer and that the earth’s surface has warmed by about .03 degrees Celsius over the past one hundred years, not all agree that this climate variation is a serious social problem associated with human action and that needs to be solved with human action.


Though there has been a great deal of attention paid to the subject of global warming in the last decade, and many people have accepted it as a truth or reality, more recently these arguments have been challenged.

One of the scientists’s who challenge theory is, John Carlisle, of the National Center for Public Policy Research.  He believes that the global temperature increase is caused by natural fluctuations in the earth’s temperature and not the result of human activity.  He asserts that there have been times in the earth’s geological history that the temperatures were warmer than they are today, showing that there is a continual change in weather climates.  Carlisle studies glaciation cycles historically to explain the earths warming trend.  Over the last 700,000 years, the climate has functioned on a some-what predictable cycle of 100,000 year glaciation cycles.  Each cycle is composed of years of cooling, an ice age, then is followed by a warming period.  These warming periods normally last for about 10,000 to 12,000 years, and within these periods there are several warming and cooling periods.  The ice age reached its coolest point 18,000 to 20,000 years ago when it was 9 to 12.5 degrees cooler than it is today.  We are presently in a warming cycle called the Holocene, which began about 10,700 years ago.  During the Holocene, there have been about seven warming and cooling periods.  The earth’s temperature is changing constantly. (Carlisle)  The climate warms and cools all the time, it varies from day to day and season to season.  Sometimes there is global warming, and at other times there is global cooling.  The fact is, some climate changes are predictable, and others are not.  An example of a cooling period was 1940 to 1975, there was fear that we were entering another ice age because of the drops in temperatures, but the temperature warmed and all of the fears were gone.  
Fred Singer, an atmospheric physicist, does not dispute that the greenhouse effect is real.  “The emissions of carbon dioxide that we are putting into the atmosphere will make it more pronounced.  But that doesn’t mean that the climate is going to warm perceptibly.  Any warming from the growth of greenhouse gasses is likely to be minor, difficult to detect above the natural fluctuations of the climate and therefore inconsequential.”(Singer 2001)  In the atmosphere there are negative feedbacks, consider clouds, if we warm the ocean their will be more evaporation, more condensation and more clouds.  These clouds will prevent the suns rays from warming the earth’s surface, thus, a cooling cycle.
The media has played a significant role in over exaggerating the extent of the problem of global warming.  People trust the media to provide truthful information about current events.  So if the media emphasizes something people often don’t question it.  Often what is reported by the media creates fear. As an example, since 1895 the media has switched back and forth between the fear of global warming and global cooling threats.  From 1895 until the mid 1930’s the media had threatened an approaching ice age, from the late 1920’s until the 1960’s they warned us of global warming.  Again from the 1950’s to the 1970’s they warned us of yet another ice age.  And now the media is back to create fear of global warming.  Here are some examples of the media’s attempt to fear in our minds.   A quote from A Newsweek Magazine article; “There are ominous signs that the earth’s weather patterns have begun to change dramatically and that that these changes may portend a drastic decline in food production with serious political implications for just about every nation on Earth.”  Here is a headline from the New York Times; “Climate Changes Endanger Worlds Food Output.”  Last, this is a quote from Time Magazine; “As they review the bizarre and unpredictable weather pattern of the past several years, a growing number of scientists are beginning to suspect that many seemingly contradictory meteorological fluctuations are actually part of a global climatic upheaval.”(Inhofe 2007)  It may seem that these articles are referring to global warming, but they were actually written in 1974 and 1975 and they were warning people of the impending ice age, which never happened. 
Satellites are also used to study climate changes.  A satellite temperature record, studied by the NRC, National Research Counsel, in 2000 revealed no considerable increase in global mean temperature change from 1979 until now.  “Satellites measure the temperatures in the lower part of the troposphere.  According to the global warming theory, an increase in the greenhouse effect will first raise temperatures in the atmosphere, which will then warm the earth’s surface.  Therefore, the observed surface warming during the second half of the 20th century cannot plausibly be attributed to increasing greenhouse concentrations. (Ebell 2006)
Those that support the global warming theory believe that it is caused by humans and that we must change to stop it.  There are several myths that are used to generate fear in people.  Including the one that says global warming will cause sea levels to rise dramatically.  People new casters have been claiming that as the earth warms the Greenland and Antarctic ice caps will melt, make the sea levels rise drastically, which will cause coastal cities and towns, to be submerged completely in water.  The sea levels have been rising since the end of the last ice age 11,000 years ago, this is way before any man-made global warming is said to have begun, and they will continue to rise until the next ice age.  It is believed that the rate of sea level rise has not increased over the last 100 years, which is when man-made global warming was supposed to have been in peak.  

One more myth that people have warned us of is that global warming will increase the number of severe storms, such as thunderstorms, hurricanes and floods.  There is no scientific data to support this claim.  Severe weather events really haven’t become more common it is just that news channels have increased their coverage of natural weather disasters.  
Another myth that people believe that global warming will bring is that there will be an increase in tropical diseases and that global warming will bring tropical diseases into non-tropical places. The fact that those diseases are not common in the western world now, has nothing to do with the climate; as the western nations grow wealthier we have invented things to protect us from the disease carrying insects and bugs.  We now have tightly enclosed homes with screen doors and air conditioning because they keep the bugs out.  Pest control and pesticides have eliminated many bug problems.  Research done by Dr. Paul Reiter of the U.S. centers for disease control and prevention have concluded that global warming potentially will not increase the frequency and or range of these diseases.  However, these diseases are still common in tropical and sub-tropical regions, due to the lack of public health and the lack of for protection against the insects that carry the diseases.
For the most part, Global warming is a media hyped theory, based on inclusive scientific evidence that is now being disputed and challenged, in the scientific community.  There may indeed be warming on the planet and some of that warming can be caused by human factors, but for the most part these changes would have happened regardless of what we do.  The change in climate and potential effects are not going to be significant enough to warrant drastic change.  In fact, warming of the planet is said to have some positive effects.  Some of them are that our crops will grow faster and stronger than before, winters will be slightly warmer and there will be little temperature effects on the summers.
There is not one solitary solution to the issue of global warming.  There are things that we can do to limit the amount of human effect on the warming of the planet but as much as we try, we as humans cannot control the natural climate changes that will occur.
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