To whom it may concern:

I am writing this letter as a concerned citizen, an outdoorsman, a hunter, and an avid snowmobiler.  I have been following the news about the three Waupaca, WI men that used their snowmobiles to run down and slaughter five deer this past riding season.

This matter concerns me on a few different levels.  As an outdoorsman, I am always concerned about what our impact on our environment will ultimately be.  Everything we build, drive, ride, or use in everyday life has some effect on our surroundings.  Obviously all of these things have their positive and negative effects, but to categorize the actions these men took as hunting is a gross oversight.

In many states, it is illegal to use any vehicle in the active hunting of an animal.  You may use a vehicle to ride to and from a hunting area, but never to chase or hunt down any animal.  To group these men as “hunters” not only puts hunters in bad light, but snowmobilers as well.  Both of these groups come under heavy scrutiny each year from different sources and we have to do everything we can to defend ourselves.  I can assure you that the hunting community isn’t the only one that doesn’t want these men associated with them.

I have observed on multiple different online snowmobiling forums the outrage and disgust that people find in these actions.  From the moment that this story went to press, thousands of topics and responses have all boiled down to a common opinion:  These men deserve to be prosecuted.
According to the Humane Society of the United States, intentional animal cruelty is defined as “knowingly and maliciously torturing, maiming, mutilating, or killing an animal.”  Nowhere in their definition does it state that these actions must be made on domesticated animals.

Proper hunting is done in season, using a weapon of some sort, and the objective is hunting for sport or for food.  This is a personal definition, but one formed by many years of hunting and instruction by multiple New York State DEC workers.  I can guarantee you that there are many others men and women that share that outlook.
The heinous actions by these men should not be considered hunting in any sense of the term.  I’m embarrassed as a hunter to be categorized in the same breath as these men.  They ran down these deer, spun the tracks of their snowmobiles over the bodies, and hung them from trees to suffer.  One deer was even still alive when found by the landowner.  These animals suffered for hours because of the actions of three men.  Three men that you have seemingly let slide through the system.
Finally, what message do you wish to send to the public by making the decisions you have?  Technically, right now I could drive to WI, jump on an ATV, run down a few deer, and claim I was hunting.  I would face a couple misdemeanor charges, pay some fines, and drive home to New York.  Hunters and snowmobilers alike have spent decades trying to teach people the proper actions to take in our respective sports.  You have ruined that hard work with one swift swing of your gavel.

To let these men off of their felony charges would be effectively driving a stake through the heart of these sports, which bring people, tourism, and money into your state every year.  If trails are closed and properties are posted, one of which has already happened as a result of this decision, these sports will die.

I truly hope that my letter and the thousands similar you will receive in the coming weeks will help you decipher and understand the consequences of your actions.

Thank you 

Brian Praetorius

